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mistress, and as she was the queen of May, the Morris friar was
designed for friar Tuck, chaplain to Robin Huid, king of May, as
Robin Hood is styled in Sir David Dairymple's extracts from the
book of the Universal Kirk, in the year 1576.

Figure 4 has been taken to be Marian's gentleman-usher.
Mr. Steevens considers him as Marian's paramour, who in deli-
cacy appears uncovered before her; and as it was a custom for
betrothed persons to wear some mark for a token of their mutual
engagement, he thinks that the cross-shaped flower on the head of
this figure, and the flower in Marian's hand, denote their espousals
or contract. Spenser's Shepherd's Calendar, April, specifies the
flowers worn of paramours to be the pink, the purple columbine,
gilliflowers., carnations, and sops in wine. I suppose the flower
in Marian's hand to be a pink, and this to be a stock-gilliflower,
or the Hesperis, dame's violet, or queen's gilliflower; but per-
haps it may be designed for an ornamental ribbon. An eminent
botanist apprehends the flower upon the man's head to be an
Epimedium. Many particulars of this figure resemble Absolon,
the parish clerk in Chaucer's Miller's Tale,, such as his curled
and golden hair, his kirtle of watchet, his red hose, and Paul's
windows corvin on his shoes, that is, his shoes pinked and cut
into holes, like the windows of St. Paul's ancient church. My
window plainly exhibits upon his right thigh a yellow scrip or
pouch, in which he might, as treasurer to the company, put the
collected pence, which he might receive, though the cordelier
must, by the rules of his order, cany no money about him. If
this figure should not be allowed to be a parish clerk, I incline to
call him Hocus Pocus, or some juggler attendant upon the master
of the hobby-horse, as " faire de tours de (jouer de la) gibe-
ciere," in Boyer's French Dictionary, signifies to play tricks by
virtue of Hocus Pocus. His red stomacher has a yellow lace,
and his shoes are yellow. Ben Jonson mentions " Hokos Pokos
in a juggler's jerkin," which Skinner derives from kirtlekin; that
is, a short kirtle, and such seems to be the coat of this figure.

Figure 5 is the famous hobby-horse, who was often forgotten
or disused in the Morris dance, even after Maid Marian, the friar,
and the fool, were continued in it, as is intimated in Ben Jonson's
masque of The Metamorphosed Gypsies, and in his Entertainment
of the Queen and Prince at Althorpe *. Our hobby is a spirited

* Vol. vi. p. 93, of Whalley's edition, 1756 :

" Clo. They should be Morris dancers by their gingle, but they
have no napkins.

" Coc. No, nor a hobby-horse.

" Clo. Oh, he's often forgotten, that's no rule; but there is no
Maid Marian nor friar amongst them, which is the surer mark.**

Vol. v. p. 211: